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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
     Blessings! Welcome to Trinity’s ChAOS confirmation program. We want your time spent with "Catechism and Other Stuff" to be an exciting and challenging​ experience. Over the next 2 + years, we  will journey together discovering​ the wonder of God’s love. It will be time spent learning, worshipping, serving and having fun  with Lutherans from all over the city and county.  We pray it will be a time of growth and joy, preparing you for adult life in the Church. 


This booklet is provided for you and your parents to help make your confirmation journey a truly blessed experience. On the following​ pages you will find an overview of the program, expectations​ of students and parents​, an information page listing important phone numbers and e-mail addresses, and a calendar.   Please keep this guide in a safe place so you can refer to it when needed.  If you should have any other questions​ or concerns, we're here to assist you.


We are confident that by working together as a team our youth

and the entire congregation will be strengthened and enriched​, discovering​ what it means to belong to the body of Christ, and how we live our faith in the world.






In Christ’s Service,

          Pr. Fred S. Opalinski                    Deaconess Deborah Graf
TRINITY’S CONFIRMATION MINISTRY is designed to help our students:

experience and understand the blessing that comes with being part of a faith community;

discover the joy of discipleship as a lifestyle through study, reflection and action;

learn about our faith through study of the Bible, Luther’s Small Catechism and church history and worship; 

discern their spiritual gifts;
use the “tools” they are given to continue to grow in their spiritual life and faith, including daily sharing and prayer at home.  
OVERVIEW/BASIC STRUCTURE

Our program is designed to be led by a team consisting of Reading Lutheran Parish pastors, Associates in Ministry, Deaconesses, Youth workers and congregational guides/parent volunteers.  Parental Support is a key factor in the spiritual growth of our youth.  

Each of the following components is important, providing a unique set of experiences to help our youth grow in faith and witness.
+WORSHIP:  Worship is the heart of our life in faith and is the minimum involvement of every Christian. God sets apart this time each week to gather his people into community...to feed us with his Word and Sacrament so that we can grow strong in our relationship to him and each other.  Catechism students are urged to serve as acolytes, choir members, nursery assistants, greeters, or camera   operators.  We're happy to provide training as needed.

+SUNDAY SCHOOL: Important to the confirmation experience is weekly participation in Sunday Church School. We'll be using the "Faith Inkubators" curriculum, spending the first year with the Old Testament and the second year with the New Testament.  Many of our students know familiar Bible stories from their childhood, but this will be a special opportunity to study the Bible as young adults,  seeing how the living word of God can be at work in their lives.  To connect the learning at home, each youth will be asked to talk with a trusted adult each night, reading and highlighting a verse from the Bible and praying together.   

+ChAOTIC GATHERINGS:   Once a month, we'll gather together—students, pastors and guides—to learn about the Sacraments, Martin Luther, the Lord's Prayer, the Apostles' Creed, the Ten Commandments, and other important elements of our faith.  Going from 4-8 p.m. the sessions will be held in different churches and will include worship, music, drama, crafts, prayer, teaching, conversation and a meal together.  We'll welcome parents' help with the meals and invite parents to join us every week for the closing devotion at 7:45 p.m.
+SERVICE & FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:

Events and activities throughout the course of the year to enable our students to be involved in the life of the church, in a variety of service projects and in great fellowship.  Many of these events, such as Christmas Caroling, boxing food for the Salvation Army, or the West Berks Mission District Bowl-a-thon, will welcome family participation as well. Involvement in these opportunities by the students show them that “what is learned” are roots to bear fruit in “what is lived”. 
Mutual Respect Guidelines
The catechetical process takes place only as a result of many hours of hard work on the part of many dedicated and caring individuals. They gladly give of themselves and share with our youth their gifts of time and talents.  In order for their time together to be beneficial, mutual respect must be given and shown by all. Therefore, the following guidelines will be put into place:

  1.  When there is a disruption in the classroom or in the small

       group, the person causing the disruption will be asked to 

       discontinue it.               

  2.  If a person is spoken to a second time for his/her disruption

      (during the same class time or at any other class time), a

       pastor will be asked to contact the parents about the disruption.

  3.  If there is a third disruption by the student, parents will be 

       expected to accompany the student to class and the small

       group session.
If a student must miss a Sunday School Class, Gathering, or     Servant event, please inform your child’s guide as well as       Pastor O. or Deaconess Deborah.  Parents will be asked to help their students make up any missed work.

AFTER THE 2 YEARS OF CLASSROOM FAITH FORMATION
The learning doesn’t end.  As the students prepare to affirm their baptism on Reformation Sunday (the last Sunday in October), each will have an interview with the Pastor, Deaconess and at least 1 parent.  Each student will choose a favorite Bible verse, reflect on their faith journey and prepare a written statement of faith, and make a commitment to at least one area of ministry within our congregation.
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM PROMISES
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism:


to live among God’s faithful people,


to hear his Word and share in his supper,


to Proclaim the good news of God in Christ through


                           word and deed,


to serve all people, following the example of our


                             Lord Jesus,


and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS
Here are a few important numbers and e-mail addresses to       remember:

Pastor Fred Opalinski

610-374-4861



FOpalinski@oldtrinity.org

610-374-3210 (h)

Deaconess Deborah Matern Graf

610-374-4861



DGraf@oldtrinity.org

610-372-3475 (h)

My Group Guide:

Youth in ChAOS Program:

Cooperation with the confirmation team and full participation in the program will offer a wide range of rich opportunities for students to:

explore and expand their relationship with God, family, and one another.
examine, grow and live out their Christian faith in the decisions they make and lives they live.
ChAOS CALENDAR

September, 2007

 9 
Leader Meeting 6:30-8 at Trinity (for teachers and guides) 
23 
Gathering: Reading the Bible – 4-8 p.m.  

October, 2007

 7  
German Youth Group Event
14 
CROP Walk 1:00 at Gring’s Mill


21 
Gathering: What does it mean to be a Lutheran?  4-8 p.m.

28 
Reformation Sunday (Affirmation of Baptism Service)

November, 2007



 4 
WBMD Bowl-A-Thon 1-3 p.m.

11 
LYF Assembly at Pine Brook (Friday-Sunday)


18 
Gathering: Creeds  4-8 p.m.


December, 2007


  2 
Food box Packing at Salvation Army Time TBA


16 
Gathering: the Nativity and Caroling in Centre Park

January, 2008


13 
Epiphany Event

20 
Quake in Harrisburg (Friday–Sunday for youth grades 6-9)

February, 2008

TBA
30 Hour Famine (February or March)

17  
Gathering: 10 Commandments Part I

22-23 
(Friday-Saturday) WBMD overnight with Captive Free 

March, 2008



21 
Good Friday – Stations of the Cross Grace, Shillington 7 p.m.

April, 2008



20 
Gathering: Commandments Part Deux 4-8 p.m.
May, 2008



18 
Gathering:  Worship why and how? – 4-8 p.m.










